[Contribution of visual evoked potentials to the diagnosis of isolated progressive paraparesis in the adult].
Pattern reversal VEPs were recorded in 30 adult patients with progressive spastic paraparesis. Abnormal responses were observed in 17 patients (57 per cent) without any clinical evidence of visual impairment. Abnormal VEPs helped to the diagnostic reclassification of these patients by demonstrating the multifocality of the lesions. When the number of lymphocytes and/or the lgG level were abnormal in the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) abnormal VEPs conforted the diagnosis of multiples sclerosis (MS) in 12 cases out of 20. In five patients out of the ten whose CSF was normal MS was considered as highly probable because of VEPs abnormalities.